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MINNESOTA MAIN STREET PROGRAM APPLICATION

CITY Morris County Stevens

+

Mailing Address City Hall

Morris, MN 56267

Telephone Number (612) 589-3141 -

4

Name and Title of person preparing\this application:

Signature

‘Name Dennis Dahlem

Title _Director of West Central industrja; ;mPFS#EﬁEEE Cor s o

PUBLIC OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION

!

I herby certify that the ___ Morris City

. endorses the submission of this application and agrees to participate

in the development of the local ‘Main Street Project.
Signature C;;%%uaﬁfsz; #/iiiébggfyL/ . .

Name Merlin Bever

Title Mavyor




CITY Morris . .

NARRATIVE (Please limit your comments to onc page per question)

1. What does your community expect to achieve from a Main Street Program?

SEE ATTACHED SHEET.

2, What groups, inaddition to city gbvernment, will support the projecti?
How will you inform other groups and citizens-about the projcect?
Vhat private funds are available to support-the Main Street Program?

SEE ATTACHED. SHEET. __ =



Page 1, Question 1. . ¢

During the last decade, Morris' population increased by one person. State-

wide, Morris is on a transition zone between the growth areas to the north

and east, and the population decline area to the south and west. The community
has a chance to grow or decline. The county population grew, but less than 5%. -,
The other four cities in the county grew, but at a rate greater than Morris. Nc :
cities in the county declined in population. Morris is the county seat, and the
largest city in the county -- at least six times the population of the 2nd largest
city.

There are currently three vacant stores in Morris' CBD. One furniture store,
one clothing store, and one an office empty because the computer company moved to
- larger quarters. One farm supply store has announced that it is going out of
business. Three vacant stores are not bad, but it is not acceptable. Some mer-
chants are complaining to the financial institutions that their profits are down.

The community expects that a Main Street Program will achieve full occupancy

for the downtown, increased profits for the business here, more substantial growth
for the entire community, and more jobs through commerical expansion. The city
hopes to reenforce and rekindle the economic vitality and values that Main Street,
American means.

On the other hand, GTA is building a Unit Train Termirnal on the southeast side

of downtown, expansion is being considered by a lumberyard on the west edge of
town, and the third tax increment district is being started in the downtown.

Page 1, Question 2

The following groups support the project in writing:
- (1) Morris Area Chamber of Commerce., 4

(2) West Central Industrial Improvement Corp., Inc. - Stevens County.
© (3) Morris Industrial Development Corporation.

(4) Retail Trade Committee of Chamber.

(5) University of Minnesota, Morris.

(6) Morris Kiwanis.

(7) Morris Lions.

(8) Morris State Bank.

(9) Numerous other agencies whose letters are enclosed.
Representatives of city government have appeared at the regularly scheduled meetings
of these organizations &:requested their support. In some cases, members of City
Council are members of the organization, i.e., W.C.I.I.C., Morris Area Chamber of
Commerce, Retail Trade Committee. '

The private funds that are available to support the Main Street Program are:

1. Morris Area Chamber of Commerce.

2. West Central Industrial Improvement Corporation. (WCIIC)

3. Retail Trade Committee of Morris Chamber of Commerce.

4. Part of the budget of WCIIC, which includes city, county, chamber, and Morris
IDC contributions.





















































































































